From March 1999 to August 2001, Waterstones.co.uk (a.k.a. Waterstone’s Online) sent out to subscribers an e-newsletter previewing upcoming books in subscriber-selected areas of interest. This is an example of one I wrote from the summer of 2001.

Waterstone’s Online Non-Fiction e-newsletter July 2001
Hello Reader from Waterstone’s Online Managing Editor, Paula Croxon
This month’s adventures in non-fiction include notes from the dream landscape, a gustatory history of appetizing proportions, the story of the real Robinson Crusoe, and tales from the Dot Com battleground.

Just here for the scenery

Selkirk’s Island by Diana Souhami

In September 1704, a Scottish mariner called Alexander Selkirk was deliberately marooned on a remote island in the Pacific Ocean, 500 miles from the coast of Chile. He survived there for eleven years….

Now Read On: http://www.waterstones.co.uk/history
Not your average bedtime story
Counting Sheep by Paul Martin

Just as we have long been obsessed with the afterlife, what happens to you when you switch off the light and drift off into the world of never-never land, the tooth fairy, and monsters under your bed, has also had a perennial hold on the imagination of artists, writers, scientists and regular folk alike…

Now Read On: http://www.waterstones.co.uk/science
Epicurean eeks and ouefs
Food: A History by Felipe Fernandez-Armesto

Pity the poor oyster. Untimely ripped from the ocean bed and tortured with lemon juice or fiery Tabasco. Then, the final indignity, to be scraped from its briny lair with a questing tongue and eaten alive. And this is just the start…

Now Read On: http://www.waterstones.co.uk/foodanddrink
What goes up goes down down down

Dot.Bomb: The Rise and Fall of Dot.Com Britain by Rory Cellan-Jones

The e-commerce phenomenon could seem like the shortest social revolution ever. In the five years or so that the Web became part of everyone lives, fables of teenagers with laptops becoming billionaires rapidly became a woeful morality tale of plummeting stocks and disappearing companies. How did this happen?
Now Read On: http://www.waterstones.co.uk/business
Whatever your reading pleasure you can find it at www.waterstones.co.uk
Please note: URL’s are no longer valid, as site maintenance was turned over to Amazon.co.uk in September 2001
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